When the report did not appear in November, the department told The BMJ that publication had been deferred until the end of 2014 and then said on 20 February this year that it hoped to publish it "in the next few weeks." But the report was not published before parliament was dissolved at the end of March in preparation for the general election on 7 May.
The department has consistently refused to explain the delays, saying in a statement, "The publication of any policy document on sexual health is a matter for the incoming government." It is unclear when the review will be published, if at all.
Chris Wilkinson, president of the Faculty of Sexual and Reproductive Healthcare of the Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists, told The BMJ that he was "concerned" about the delay. "The government made a commitment to 'review progress annually' in the framework, and this would have provided everyone involved in ensuring high quality sexual healthcare with an opportunity to celebrate and build on progress, as well as to take stock of any difficulties," he said.
"We would particularly highlight the need to review progress in supporting women's and men's access to appropriate and timely contraception in order to reduce unwanted or unplanned pregnancies," he added.
"As we are now in the election period we do not expect the [department] to be able to publish this review, but we do urge the next government to address this gap as soon as possible," he continued. During its tenure the coalition government has cut funding for local authority services by around 40% and has not increased the public health settlement, a quarter of which is spent on sexual health.
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Prompted by concerns about accountability, the All Party Parliamentary Group on Sexual and Reproductive Health began an inquiry late last year into the potential impact on standards of care. Its report is scheduled for publication in June. In a snapshot of progress on sexual health published in March, Andrea Duncan, programme manager for sexual health and HIV at the Department of Health, acknowledged that "sustained effort will be needed to achieve our overall ambition to improve the sexual health and wellbeing of the whole population."
